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SUBJECT: MBFR: TABLING OF RED DATA 

REF: A. STATE 313916; B. MBFR VIENNA 0622 

1 . AS INSTRUCTED, WE CALLED ON TERENCE WOOD AT THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE JANUARY 4 TO DISCUSS TABLING OF RED 
DATA. WE DREW ON PARAS 2-7 REFTEL A AND LEFT PAPER 
CONTAINING THOSE ARGUMENTS. 

2. AS WASHINGTON KNOWS, WE HAVE WALTZED THIS WALTZ 
WITH THE BRITISH A NUMBER OF TIMES IN THE PAST 
SEVERAL MONTHS, INCLUDING AT THE TRILATERAL MEETING 
IN LONDON. THUS WOOD AND HMG ARE FULLY FAMILIAR WITH 
US POSITION. 

3. WOOD SAID THERE IS NO SUBSTANTIVE DIFFERENCE IN 
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US AND UK VIEWS ON THIS MATTER. BOTH THE FCO AND MOD 
ACCEPT WASHINGTON'S ARGUMENTS THAT WESTERN CHANCES FOR 
CONDUCTING A PRODUCTIVE DATA DISCUSSION WITH THE OTHER 
SIDE WOULD BE REDUCED IF WE TABLED RED DATA, A STEP THE 
EAST WOULD REGARD AS PROVOCATIVE. 

4. NEVERTHELESS, THE BRITISH DO NOT UNDERSTAND US 
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RELUCTANCE TO FORWARD THE UPDATED RED DATA TO VIENNA. 
WOOD POINTED OUT THAT THE AHG HAS NOT INDICATED A 
DESIRE TO TABLE RED DATA. RATHER, IT HAS REQUESTED 
THAT RED DATA BE AVAILABLE IN VIENNA AT THE BEGINNING 
OF THE NEXT ROUND TO BE USED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE 
AHG SHOULD THE NEED ARISE (REFTEL B). THAT NEED 
WOULD OCCUR IN THE EVENT OF CLEAR EVIDENCE THAT THE 
EAST IS NOT INTERESTED IN A SERIOUS COUNTING RULES 
DISCUSSION AND A SUSTAINED SOVIET ASSERTION THAT 
FIGURES NOW ON THE TABLE IN VIENNA SHOW APPROXIMATE 
PARITY IN GROUND FORCES. IN THIS REGARD. WOOD 
MENTIONED TARASOV'S DISCOURAGING IMPROMPTU REMARK 
IN PTEN ARY AT THE END OF THE LAST ROUND THAT THE 
PROPOSED DATA DISCUSSION WOULD REMOVE DISTRACTIONS 
SUCH AS SO-CALLED DISPARITIES AND ASYMETRICAL REDUCTIONS 
IF THE OTHER SIDE MOVES IN THIS DIRECTION AND THUS 
PLACES THE ALLIES IN A DISADVANTAGEOUS TACTICAL POSITION 
HMG BELIEVES THE AHG SHOULD BE ARMED WITH RED DATA. 
WOOD ASKED, WHY NOT GET THE RED FIGURES THROUGH THE 
BRUSSELS MACHINERY AND LEAVE IT TO THE GOOD SENSE OF 
THE AHG WHETHER THEY SHOULD BE TABLED? A PREAMBLE 
TO THE BRUSSELS GUIDANCE TO THE AHG COULD MAKE CLEAR 
THAT RED DATA SHOULD BE PUT DOWN ONLY IF CIRCUMSTANCES 
IN VIENNA SO DEMANDED. THERE CERTAINLY NEED BE NO 
AUTOMATICITY TO THE TABLING. 

5. WE ASKED WOOD TO THINK IT OVER ONCE AGAIN. AFTER 
ALL, THE UNFAVORABLE TACTICAL SITUATION HE FEARED HAD 
NOT YET ARISEN IN VIENNA. IF IT DID, IF THE COUNTING 
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DISCUSSION WENT SOUR, THE ALLIES COULD THEN DECIDE IN 
BRUSSELS WHETHER TABLING RED DATA WAS THE PROPER 
RESPONSE. WE STRESSED THAT WE HOPED HMG WOULD SUPPORT 
THE US POSITION IN NATO DISCUSSIONS, ESPECIALLY SINCE, 

AS HE HAD INDICATED, THERE WAS NO SUBSTANTIVE DISAGREE- 
MENT BETWEEN US. 

6. WOOD CONCLUDED THAT HE WOULD CONSULT WITH MOD AND 
BE BACK IN TOUCH WITH THE OFFICIAL HMG REACTION AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. IN ANY EVENT, HE HOPED THAT THE US 
PRESENTATION AT NATO WOULD INCLUDE REASONS WHY TABLING 
OF RED DATA COULD NOT BE LEFT TO DISCRETION OF THE AHG, 

AS WELL AS THE ARGUMENTS IN PARAS 2-7 REFTEL. 

SPIERS 
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